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pranks on people, guard the treasures of the earth. The occult
sciences, on the other hand, are deprecated. When astrology is
mentioned again, it is to show that the Devil has his hand in
the game: "Isn't it a fine excuse for the Devil to shield himself
behind astrology and blame the stars for what he has done?"9
The question which had guided all his former studies had
been: Is it true? Now he asks: Is it allowed? The all-pervading
Light of Nature wanes. Medicine no longer stands on chemistry,
but on faith; she avows that she knows nothing, that all her
science is empirical. Avicenna's Canon now is criticized, not be-
cause it teaches false doctrine, but because all doctrine is futile:
"Which doctor can say: This pain comes from that spot,
that resides in this member? None. Whatever the Canon says,
is but guesswork. One may find a medicine for this hot pain
and another for that cold disease; that one for young people,
that one for old; this one in this country, that one in another.
Whosoever finds a medicine and its virtues, knows just that
this medicine has such a power against such a disease. He
should not think: This disease originates from that cause or
this one. For the physical bodies are of such a nature that
it is hard to reason about them. One may imagine he knows
something that resembles a theory; but he will find contradic-
tions, and he does not know the substance and origin. There-
fore we shall know what medicines there are as though God
had given them to us.
God has given power to the stones, but He might have
willed it differently. The doctor should take this for granted
and not ask the reason why.
Does the stone care why it cures the eye? Or the eye what
color the stone is? So why should the doctor ask questions?
Why should he seek behind nature? It is destruction that
makes the disease, so why should we ask for the cause? The